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LITERARY GUILD—FEBRUARY SELECTION 


Mason, van Wyck. Eagle the Sky. Lippincott. 


21, 500p. $3.00. 


Mr. Mason has produced another roistering, brawling, 
adventurous historical novel companion the three 
has already produced dealing with the period the 
American struggle for independence. This time has 
his attention the turbulent years 1780-1781 
when the struggling thirteen colonies, having 
the danger Burgoyne’s threatened breakthrough 
fom the North, were burdened with fantastically in- 
fated and worthless currency, were the process 
the South Cornwallis Rawlins and Tarleton, 
were crippled sea save for the privateers and were 
disorganized internal dissension. counteract the 
there-remained only Washington and the regi- 
ments the Continental Line, Rochambeau and small 


French Army, Grasse and outnumbered French 


his course medical study. 


squadron. The author weaves all these elements 
into the careers three young doctors give readable 
and interesting story the final stages the American 
Revolution. 


New Year’s Eve, 1779, William Townsend, M.D., 
Boston certificated three apprentices who had completed 
Asa Peabody, sturdily 
principled the rocks his native Maine and gifted 
not only with native ability but with intense sincerity 
his study medicine, Peter Burnham, burning 
study and alleviate the ills peculiar females arid 
Devoe, ambitious and penniless young Jamaican, talented 
but unreliable, brilliant but not morally firm—these were 
the three young hopefuls now qualified enter practice 
Bachelors Medicine. Asa and Lucius both found 


themselves interested the demurely lovely Sabra Stan- 


ton, daughter rich Boston merchant. Asa, 
Doctor Townsend’s recommendation, came signal honor, 
appointment junior surgeon attached General 
Washington’s staff. was forced relinquish the post 
when unexpected word came from Maine his family’s 
desperate need and returned his native Machias 
there care for his family and practice the limited medi- 
cine possible backwoods village. Before how- 
ever had secured from Sabra pledge her interest. 
Lucius destroyed Asa’s farewell letter Sabra which 
had been left his care and substituted forgery from 
one purporting Asa’s intended wife, thus alienating 
Sabra’s affections. 


The appointment then came Peter Burnham but he, 
cadaver for study, was set upon Devoe-incited mob, 
severely injured and forced flee Boston for his life 
aboard the privateer, Grand Turk III. There became 
ship surgeon, participated fully the life privateer, 
was finally captured and released the British the 
Danish West Indies where rescued and won the 
beautiful Trina Vaarsa, exiled Danish baroness. 


With Asa and Peter out the way only Lucius remained 
and him, seeking fame and wealth, went the appoint- 
ment. His work was excellent and rose rapidly 
the service. the height his success and when Sabra 
was journeying West Point marry him Lucius sud- 
denly married wealthy widow, Emma Wyncoop, be- 
cause thought her more advantageous his career. 
Surviving duel with Sabra’s brother left the Army 
and went New York with the British while Emma 
remained patriot country, thus ensuring that, whoever 
won, their bread would buttered least one side. 


| 
ie 
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the meantime Asa married Jenny Starbird only dis- 
cover his wedding night that she had been prostitute 
and was far gone venereal disease. answer his 
revulsion Jenny committed suicide and Asa joined the 
Continental forces surgeon the Virginia cam- 
paign. Meanwhile Peter had returned and set 
hospital the same area. Lucius also had hired out 
contract surgeon Cornwallis and after year separa- 
tion the three were brought into proximity again. Finally 
Sabra came seeking the truth from Lucius but not until 
was wounded shell the final siege Yorktown 
and just before his death did she discover her perfidy. 
Then last she returned Asa’s devotion story’s end. 


The lives and early careers these three young doctors 
the 18th Century, cast against backdrop French 
assistance the closing days the American Revolu- 
tion, have been woven the author into interesting, 
though not outstanding, tale adventure. .There 
wealth detail about the medical practice those days, 
there adventure and peril and honor, there are sea and 
land battles and small amount history the bar- 
gain. these elements are the common garden- 
variety type and the book a,whole must classed 
mediocre-minus from the standpoint literature, fairly 
good from the standpoint entertainment. stand- 
ard historical novel and one that will sell well because 
the period which laid and the subject-matter. 
course illicit sex rears its head and there are several 
somewhat naturalistic sexual passages but, the whole, 
certain amount restraint exercised. Altogether 
would seem suitable entertainment reading for adults. 


Evatt, Herbert The United Nations. 
Jan. 30, 1948. 154p. $2.50. 


Three lectures, The Formation, The Working and The 
Future the U.N., form the basic theme “The United 
Nations,” written Dr. Evatt, onetime Australian Mini- 
ster for External Affairs and her most representative dele- 
gate the San Francisco Conference. The book speaks 
with the authority one who, diverse capacities, has 
been intimately associated with the U.N. since its incep- 
tion. 


Harvard. 


these days rapidly waning confidence the practical 
value the U.N., Dr. Evatt’s book reopens several ave- 
nues hope. His hope not mere wishful 
based the same factual and critical knowledge his 
forceful analysis the defects and failures the Organi- 
zation. Many these defects were prognosticated the 
smaller nations during the actual formation the Charter 
but their liberalizing and democratizing influence was 
unable prevent the adoption several mischievous 
articles. Mr. Evatt quite conscious the fact that the 
conception and birth the U.N. during the devastation 
war made great power” production (6), and thus 
the Security Council controlled those great powers was 
saddled with the uncompromising Veto. Historically, too, 
there some justification for this veto power, since was 
necessary for cohesion and speed bringing the war 
end. 

Dr. Evatt, however, severely criticizes the abuse this veto 
power; the failure the belligerents negotiate peace 
treaties and establish the special agreements under 
Article the Charter, providing the Security Council 


Mason Evatt Myers 


Best SELLER 


with adequate power enforce its sanctions under 
VII. These failures and abuses have paralyzed the 
the ‘Security Council, its conception, the mog 
important agent the U.N. 


The Failure the U.N. use the advisory opinions 
the Court International Justice, the use the 
Assembly international forum “the studied 
(p. 81) and its frequent statement the means 
voting” (p. 80) are not minimized yet the author sees 
the Assembly’s formation Commissions for the Balkans 
Greece and Korea and especially its creation the 
Interim Committee, the Little Assembly, free from th: 
hinderances the Veto, encouraging sign new 
that has the potentialities revitalizing the whole 
zation. the fulfillment important role the 
General Assembly the realm 
for which the smaller nations worked hard the 
formative days the U.N. 


Three objectives are necessary for the future success 
the One which does not depend upon any 
agency the Organization. The successful operation 
the U.N. depends, Dr. Evatt’s view, upon the 
diate negotiation Peace Treaties among the 
the past war. Secondly, the General Assembly mus 
persuade the big powers curtail their use the Veto 
agreeing eliminate from “the peaceful settlements” 
Thirdly, the creation machinery allow the 
handle the international disputes which the Security 
Council has been unable settle. 


the Conference San Francisco there was choice 
world organization with veto powers 
tional Organization for Peace. optimistic world chose 
the lesser two evils. Today, more enlightened and 
sober world must redouble its efforts and increase its faith 
man’s ability maintain and secure peace peaceful 
means. The U.N. the only existing means. the 
language Those Down Under “give go.” 
Arthur North, 
Department Philosophy, 


University Scranton 


Myers, John Myers. The Alamo. 
1948. $3.00. 


March 1936, this reviewer was one 
estimated crowd twenty-five thousand present 
open air pontificial high mass the plaza before the 
Alamo; bishop preached the theological foundations 
civil liberty; and the representative the governor 
the state and the mayor the city joined words the 
most impressive Catholic tribute the heroes the 
Alamo during the Centenary year Texas independ- 
ence. Such public religious celebration was legal and 
unmolested, and history ultimately developed from 
the Sabine River California, because one hundred years 
before the same place, approximately the same hour, 
and the same sort sunny Texas morning 180 men 
had consummated the sacrifice their lives for liberty. 
great debt that lovers civic and religious freedom 
owe these Texians—as they then called themselves. 
Their sacrifice, moreover, was deliberate, for every man 
them had crossed the line that Travis, their 
mander, had drawn the dust floor the old mission 
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time when not crossing still held chance flight 
and safety. 
The Alamo, John Myers Myers, newspaperman and 
novelist, had produced book which clearly visible 
skeleton fleshed with the touch artist. 
The founding the Mission San Antonio Valera 
the Franciscans and the beginning the building familiar 
all the Alamo are the core the 
the colonization and missionary processes 
America. The variegated skeins background necessary 
understand the presence Anglo-American garri- 
the long secularized mission during the winter 
1835-1836 all join the point, finally, whether 
not the Alamo should held the stronghold the 
west against the oncoming army Santa Anna. 
The book then develops, the second its three parts, 
what may called the marshalling forces. There are 
sketches the lives and characters Bowie, 
Travis, and Crockett, each closing with the manner 
which its hero found himself within the mission-fort for 
the coming The chapter the shifty and cruel- 
natured Santa Anna closes with his blood-red symbol 
quarter flying from the tower San Fernando 
Bexar, then the parish church and about mile distant 
the Alamo. 
The final section the book carries the action very little 
beyond the siege proper. are sketched the ground 
and the disposition the defenders and their can- 
non. The known facts are given concerning the personnel 
the garrison—including few women; elsewhere 
non-tallying versions and surmises are examined and dis- 
of. The narrative follows the penetration the 
hostile lines incoming and outgoing couriers. The dis- 
position the units the besieging army and the routes 
their approach scale the mission walls are described 
with clarity that would enable this reviewer trace the 
whole pattern, spot spot. The slaughter over 1500 
the enemy the deadly aim the backwoods marks- 
men and, after the walls had finally been surmounted, 
the heartless butchery the Texians within the ruins are 
portrayed with photographic realism. The book con- 
dudes with lyric passage the Alamo symbol 
valor forever the minds men. 
The style The Alamo lively and easy read; the 
content shows that its author has mastered its very com- 
few canards the contemporary 
historian have been permitted creep into the 
Mexico and Spanish topics. The mission- 
the main fare well enough, but their zeal for con- 
heathen Indians treated When one 
Free Masons dispossessed another Mexican 
politics, church” not Catholic citizens that must 
necessarily found the wrong side. Except for few 
almost hidden false notes, the book splendid, 
ymphony-like performance. 

Bro. Anthony Frederick, 

St. Mary’s University, 

San Antonio, Texas 


CATHOLIC BOOK 
SELECTION 
Papini, Giovanni. The Letters Pope Celestine VI. 
Dutton. Jan. 23, 1948. 223p. $3.00. 
Giovanni Papini, the author some forty books, needs 
the scholarly world. His Life Christ, 
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that appeared 1921 shortly after his conversion 
Catholicism, made him famous throughout Europe and 
America. spite his advanced years and impaired 
eyesight still mentally alert, and his style has lost 
nothing its characteristic vigor and frankness. 


The present work about mythical pontiff, Celestine VI, 
who “lived terrible era storm and blood not unlike 
the one which are living” and “died martyr during 
the last days the Persecution.” But before his 
death, and when “old, broken, and exhausted,” had 
written number Latin letters, which Papini discovered 
abandoned convent. 


These letters, number, are divided for obvious 
reason into two sections. They resemble encyclicals 
far they are addressed the whole world, but differ 
from them being limited specific groups. the 
first part there are ten letters people who call them- 
selves Christians, priests, monks, theologians, rich, poor, 
rulers countries, citizens and women, and 
poets. the second part writes for the benefit 
the historians, scientists, separated Christians, Hebrew, 
those without Christ, and those without God. The con- 
cluding letter cast the form prayer. 


The customary papal pronouncements are noted for their 
careful selection words, precise theological terminology, 
and logically arranged arguments. Celestine VI, the con- 
trary, writes impassioned, moving, and often colorful 
prose. This probably expected from ruler 
the Church who, according the preface, was “ardent, 
eloquent, and and whose only fault 
“excessive simplicity and candor.” 

this clever device Papini able give his opinion 
about the various classes people both within and with- 
out the Catholic Church the present time. spares 
one—priests, religious, historians, scientists, poets, etc. 
—all are responsible for driving “mankind homicidal 
desperation.” There are times sublime thoughts, and 
beautiful sentences but the objections against this book 
far outweigh its merits. 

constantly making sweeping condemnations every 
class people, apparent from even 
reading these letters. critical even actions 
that are objectively good. For example addressing women 
who regularly Church declares: “You assist 
the rites through inertia and habit more than because 
real need the And again “Their predilection 
for idolatry turns them more readily the Madonna and 
the Saints.” (p. 114) The anti-clericalism his pre- 
Catholic days apparent his letter the priests. 
Likewise seems have special hostility towards 
religious institutes engaged the education youth. 
And regarding those who enter monastery convent 
does not hesitate say: “The weak, the timid, the 
pernicious and the lazy sometimes see the cloister 
respectable and peaceful asylum from the stormy world.” 


(p. 49) 


There is, however, more serious objection this book 
from the Catholic Papini number 
places justly laments the fatal division Christen- 
dom brought about heresy and schism. the letter 
the “Christians the Separated Churches” advo- 
cates plan reunion with Catholicism. “Let put 
aside that which divides and separates; let instead 


” 
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gather around the focal points the possible and desir- 
able concord. There are three these points which 
none you can deny: Christ God; Christ has redeemed 
mankind; Christ’s message the doctrine brotherhood 
against ferocity, humility against pride, love against 
hate. These are the chief pillars embraced all vou 
and upon which can establish the principle sin- 
cere accord and common effort.” (p. 157) The author 
was evidently unaware that just twenty years ago, 
1928, Pius explicitly condemned any Catholic who, 
the hope winning back the orthodox Christians 
the Protestants, overlooked minimized the primacy 
the Roman See. Two quotations from his encyclical, 
“Mortalium Animos,” deserve repetition because their 
marked contrast Papini’s ideas. “No one found 
the one Church Christ unless acknowledges 
and accepts obediently the supreme authority St. 
Peter and his legitimate successors.” And again “Let 
these separated children return the Apostolic See 

subject themselves its teaching authority and rule.” 


Papini’s book serves useful purpose except demon- 
strate his literary skill. For the Vicars Christ during 
the past century have been fully aware the crisis facing 
our Christian civilization. They have repeatedly raised 
their voices warning, and have drawn the blue- 
prints new social order. With pontiff the moral 
stature Pius XII ruling the Church there need 
creating mythical Celestine VI. 

Rev. Stephen McKnna, C.SS.R., 

Ephrata, Pa. 


Deasy, Mary. The Hour Spring. 
Jan. 21, 1948. 368p. $3.00. 

You might say that Mary Deasy has caught the great 
heart and soul Ireland and set them words. 
all here—the wry Celtic wit, the fierce loyalties, the 
stout Catholicism, the Hibernian twist tongue, the 
sharpness and urgent whole 
endearing contradictions that marks the Irish tempera- 
mentally bewitching and unpredictable. all here, 
three generations the Joyce family, real, un- 
affected the whin and the bog and the thatched Kerry 


Little, Brown. 


cottages. 
The cloth the narrative issues from the reminiscences 
Staffy Brady, contemporary Timothy Joyce who emi- 
grated America from County Kerry 1870; Christy 
Fogarty, Timothy’s nephew, who represents the middle 
generation; and Regina Hope, stepdaughter Timothy’s 
daughter Marcia. Into the ears Timothy’s grand- 
daughter Bride Joyce pour the stories the past 
near past and past dim that has lost all tangibility 
name and date.” The stories are birth and growth 
and change, Timothy’s five children and the separate 
lives they staked for themselves: Kate, stubborn, pas- 
sionate woman, who had never found time for girlhood; 
Marcia, “as tricksy March gale,” but unbending 
her demands for where happiness lay; brilliant and elo- 
quent Young Matt, with flaming ego “that looks above 
everything for name that will blaze boldly the eyes 
men”; Maggie, the beauty the family, and the strong- 
est one, really; and Hugh, the last the line, bewildered, 
caught between the new, faster generation and the old 
one that clung the old tested ways. The use the 
flashback device, once the reader has met the family, 


Deasy Winwar 
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more confusing than would leaf through, 
faded album the nostalgic accompaniment thre 
the figures from its pages. Each account flows 
into the other, maintaining comprehensive 
all three fronts. 
The spell Miss Deasy’s writing rests that very 
cate art being able create people rather than puppets 
not hard imagine the Joyces having lived 
midst happiness and tragedy, quarrels and 
having sinned and been sinned against and forgiver 
their trespassers. flick her pen, and 
born: “People who never knew the old Irish 
think incredible that man could live for more 
half century modern American city and still 
the existence fairies, particularly man 
headedly matter-of-face her great-granduncle 
There wasn’t ounce whimsy him that she 
ever discovered. must all have been perfectly 
with him, and suppose, she thought, one will 
know what kind bizarre world was his head, with 
banshees and changelings all mixed with Cobb’ 
lifetime batting average and what Williams 
Bryan said during the 1908 presidential campaign.” 
“The Hour Spring” novel that can read and 
read again: the first time for the story, the second time 
hold its music and poetry. 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, 


Winwar, Frances. The Saint and the 
per. Jan. 21, 1948. xii, 303p. $3.75. 

The Saint the story Joan Arc; the Devil Gilles 
Rais, lieutenant the Dauphin, personal protector 
Joan during the campaign for Reims, Marshall France 
after the coronation Charles VII. His deviltry, 
ever, had nothing either with the campaign 
with the person Joan. fact, the only excuse for 
including the story Joan and the story Gilles one 
book that the two were associated the events leading 
the coronation Charles, slender connection, 
and one that hardly seems justify one book about both. 
The author suggests connection that Gilles, 
cious military matters and even more precocious 
vice, was fascinated the evidently supernatural powers 
Joan, and this fascination acted stimulus 
mystical quality his character. later attempted 
practise occult arts, dabbled devil-worship, and 
gave himself almost totally the most revolting obsceni- 
ties, was effort accomplish himself, with the 
aid the Devil, wonders comparable those Joan. 
The suggestion too far-fetched merit acceptance. 
just happened, accidents will happen even history, 
that the man, who after Joan was most responsible for 
the military successes that made Charles VII actual King 
France, later made career perversity and died 
merited death hanging. 

The book, therefore, really two stories one volume. 
Apart from the conjecture mentioned above both stories 
are well documented and both read authentic. The 
scholarship not ostentatious, and footnotes are few 
though the bibliography long; yet every page the 
reader feels quite sure that being presented with 
fact, and not with the author’s opinion what the facts 
might have been ought be. The plot both cases 
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not fabricated arouse artificial interest either 
the heroine the villain, but rather easy-to-read nar- 
what actually happened France the early 
century. 


The history Joan Arc too well known call for 
wen brief repetition review. other Saint 
possess such completely documented history, and 
Saints have aroused the interest our own time 
that Joan has aroused. Miss Winwar adds little the 
gory, though have another well-written and readable 
the Maid Orleans much itself. The 
between Joan, with her singleness purpose 
complete selflessness, and the Dauphin, vacillating 
the most ungrateful monarchs, stands out boldly. 
The author does not spare the power behind 
Charles’ throne, Pierre Cauchon, the English-serving 
who presided her trial, nor any the other 
ecclesiastics scheming politicians, but history 
has not spared them either. Perhaps this only nega- 
ive virtue, but one worthy mention, that she does 
try suppress the supernatural Joan’s Voices 
accomplishment. The Saint appears perfectly 
young girl everything except that which con- 
her mission. 
Asfor the other part the book, regrettable that 
wen associated with the history Joan Arc. Between 
the good and the evil, the Saint and the Devil, there 
motive and interest, mutual action, 
dramatic situation. Gilles Rais was appointed the 
this trust admirably, and became con- 
for leadership and valor that Charles VII the 
made him Marshall France. Géilles then 
was twenty-five yeasr old, and one the wealthiest men 
France. But took part future military 
retiring his lands and his many castles 
devote himself his own private pursuits. ac- 
ated them with his own hand; built churches for 
own private devotions, and adorned them with too 
wish splendor. created his own canons, choristers, 
his own liturgy. all this was being achieved, 
the name Gilles began strike name- 
fear into the hearts the peasants. Strange stories 
circulate about doings the castle, 
their 
into the service the Baron, choristers 
never again laid eyes them. 

mor became fact when Gilles made the mistake 
violent hands cleric, thereby rendering him- 
able the jurisdiction the Bishop’s court. The 
msequent investigation brought light long series 
and murders, devil-worship and unimaginable 
all the records the inquisitorial 
for any one who wants read it; too much 
fit included this account his trial. The appeal 
stuff only the morbidly curious. Géilles’ final 
grandiloquent his life, surely won the 
God. His deeds were best forgotten. Only 
discriminating adult reader should include The Saint 
the Devil their reading list, and the list won’t 
from its omission. 


rs 


av 


Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 
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Whitman, Willson. David Lilienthal, Public Servant 
Power Age. Holt. Jan. 19, 1948. 245p. $3.00. 


Miss Whitman’s biography David Lilienthal deals al- 
most exclusively with Lilienthal’s career public service 
the TVA and the Atomic Energy Commission. The 
book written largely terms conflict. The author 
deals with struggles between the subject and Dr. Arthur 
Morgan, chairman TVA. then progresses his con- 
test with Wendell Willkie, the perennial fights with 
Senator McKellar, and ultimately the struggle secure 
confirmation for the post chairman the Atomic 
Energy Commission. 


The book written the tone schoolgirl sending 
adulatory notes her latest Hollywood crush. David 
slays Goliath every chapter. Everything black 
and white, with Mr. Lilienthal the lily white hero. The 
result concoction cloying seven-course banquet 
chocolate parfaits. 


David Lilienthal has built sound record public ser- 
vant. The array testimony his favor when was 
nominated for his present post certainly tribute his 
achievements. that light, indeed unfortunate that 
Miss Whitman’s admiration for the subject exceeded her 
literary competence. Regretfully this book must listed 
not recommended because major inadequacies 
style and treatment. 

Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 

Washington, 


Thirkell, Angela. Private Enterprise. Knopf. Jan. 


19, 1948. 405p. $3.00. 

The social historian 2048 A.D., 4048 A.D., inter- 
ested postwar England, could turn poorer sources for 
data than Miss Thirkell’s latest Baretshire novel. this 
pleasant, leisurely, mildly satiric novel manners should 
fall into his hands, would come upon neat store 
social, economic, psychologic and meteorological findings 
which describe the second summer after the “horrid” 
peace which the victors seemed worse than the war 


itself. 


would not have count tree rings, for instance, 
learn that the weather was uniformly disagreeable. Private 
Enterprise fairly drips and steams with day-in-and-day-out 
rains. All society functions are dampened the super- 
saturation. Flower gardens are retarded. Tennis matches 
must played snatches, all. The feminine char- 
acters shiver tweeds all summer long. 


Nor would that hypothetical historian need consult 
official surveys popularity polls discover what the 
upper middle class thought Britain’s recovery program. 
Throughout the book are corroding remarks shortages 
food, clothing, building and other materials, time 
when “everything good made England was sold the 
Over and over, England’s preoccupation with 
food and the annoying routines attendant upon its pro- 
curement crops scathing comment food stamps, 
greengrocer queues, staggered sales hours, commodity 
quality, and score other irritations. Prime cause 
all these discomforts and source al] discontent, 
course, the government itself, always spoken 
“They,” and universally regarded set half-wits 
and whole-knaves. The feeeling seems fairly general that 
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Old England has gone the dogs, since the masses have 
forgotten their proper place and the ancient aristocracy 
gone seed, while the bone, sinew and brains the 
island—the salwart upper class—is being deliberately 
taxed out existence. 


One paragraph epitomizes the prevalent point view 
faithfully that, spite its length, bears reprinting. 
“The net result this further regimentation the luck- 
less English was great increase boredom and cross- 
ness, which made people wonder what use had been 
stand alone against the Powers Darkness the reward 
was increasing discomfort and vast army half- 
baked bureaucrats stifling all freedom and ease, while 
some the higher clergy preached Mr. Noel Coward’s 
text “Don’t let’s beastly the Germans,” only they 
meant and But the tired, patient, bewildered 
British Lioness continued shop and cook and work and 
without help and submit insolence she always 
has done and always will do. But anyone says was 
judgment her for using her vote put the Govern- 
ment in, can only say that for all her goodness and 
virtue she not fit have vote, for she not interested 
politics, looking upon them, very rightly, the sort 
thing men like talk about; and the fault lies with those 
who rashly and foolishly put that weapon into her noble 
but irresponsible hands.” 


almost too much hope that the future historian 
may taken the county map which lines the end- 
papers. are shown solemn good faith the River 
Rising, and the villages, High Rising, Low Rising and Little 
Misfit, with Rising Castle dominating them all. railway 
line connects the towns, Winter Overcotes and 
Underclose, with the villages Lambton, Fleece and Wor- 
sted. Not far away are Eiderdown and Shearing Junction. 
And midway between Crabtree Parva 
Canonicorum stands Plumstead. 


Equally felicitous the natural history which occupies 
the time some the county characters. Thus, amateur 
ornithologists stalk the birds: the stengah (otherwise 
known the whiskey-soda bird) the mippet (both the 
golden-crested and the broad-tailed varieties) the clod- 
hopper, and the gallowsbird which the folk call Jack 
Ketch. And one them contributes the periodical, 
Coot and Hern, which trap for the unward reader too 
comfortable cross the room the unabridged dic- 
tionary. 


The plot? entertaining little story which two 
couples who show signs permanent attachment change 
partners before the dance figure ended. One the 
men Francis Brandon, well known Thirkell readers. 
Most the other characters are old acquaintances, too, 
county folk from previous Barsetshire novels: Lydia and 
Noel Merton, Colin Keith, Mrs. Brandon, Kate and Ever- 
ard Carter, Jessica and Susan Dean. Three newcomers 
(Effie and Peggy Arbuthnot and Colonel Crofts) are intro- 
duced and thereby clear mystery left over from 
earlier novel: Why had old Miss Brandon bequeathed ten 
thousand pounds young Captain Arbuthnot, Effie’s 
brother and Peggy’s husband? For the rest, there the 
usual spate school days, nannies and upstairs maids, 
bardeners and batmen, deans, vicars and bishops, each 
with his piece say and his bit contribute atmos- 
phere and setting. The action moves slowly and quietly; 
the golden haze idealization seldom disturbed spite 


Davis 


postwar irritations; husbands still look slightly 
cilic wives with affection and would not have 
changed for the world. The Thirkell following will 
the performance great deal. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Davis, Kenneth The Years the 
Doubleday. Jan. 1948. 372p. $3.00. 


Mr. Davis’s pilgrims are three unreal characters 
prairie town Beecher, Kansas, selected show th: 
conflicting forces man faces within himself and his 
logical environment reaches for happiness. 
story seems intended symbolize its individual live 
the spiritual struggle the world large between ney 
systems and “return religion.” 

The central figure Harcourt Stevens, rich, fanatic 
tyrannical, and widowed father Kathryn. lives 
fascist principles and determined bend his child 
his associates into conformity with them. 
theories have combined with recollections cuckolded 
marriage produce pathological personality that 
proximates embodiment evil more thar 
credible characterization. Contrasted with Stevens 


Ferris Morehead, local minister, whose idealism has 
him into unorthodoxy that prevents sincere 
ment his professional responsibilities. The third 
grim totally unconcerned with the intellectual 
ings made the others; Hunky Mirak, with the 
strength bull and the placid mind child. 
from sadistic nun Catholic orphanage brings him 
eventually marriage with Rosie Stepanek, waitress 
occasional Catholicity, with promiscuous past and 
voluptuous body that yields repeated anatomical 
tion and variety complications. 

Joining Hunky the employ Stevens represents 
Rosie hope for further financial opportunity. 
after exploiting needlessly her relish the marriage bed, 
Davis carries her adulterous conquest Stevens 
the reader asked accept frequent repetitions the 
same conduct being repulsive both persons but occa 
sioned some sort bio-psychotic compulsion. Hunky 
has perception the psychiatry involved, however, 
and the climactic confirmation his wife’s infidelity 
kills Stevens drunken rage and permanently loses his 
simple mind from shock. Rosie then degenerates into 
drink, though she faithfully visits Hunky every week 
the asylum. 

sub-plot meantime almost normal romance 
velops between Kathryn and journalist, James Carling. 
the cost beating Kathryn defies her father, 
fices her inheritance, and marries the 
only virginity the story, and only Carling’s refusal 
preserves it. very. loosely and arbitrarily 
ciated with both stories. His uncertainties bring failure 
his pastorate and consequent resignation, the 
Stevens millions willed him are compensation. 
used the money organize the League Social Action, 
and extended passage late the book works 
out philosophic system that disguises 
rationalism under considerable verbiage. But satisfies 
him and less chaotic than the wild speculations 
Stevens that feature the early pages. 
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The novel reaches toward theme but fails 
for several reasons. Most important the absence 
theodicy with which view the problem 
wil the lives concerned. Such norm becomes all 
more necessary because Davis uses narrative not for 
own sake but for the study ideologies. 
instrument rather than human being; consider his 
conclusion that not only good and evil 
xist but that, the last analysis, they are 
the essential Fire good evil and evil good. Heaven 
hell, and hell heaven.” 225) his estimate 
Christianity: “Has never occurred you that Jesus 
Christ was masochist? sadist, too, course, but 
masochistic principle was far the stronger. was— 
you see.” (p. 226) Even though Stevens not 
mouthpiece such remarks, they demand more 
for judgment than provided the epis- 
Morehead; and significant that More- 
head’s thinking leads him contentment. One must 
the thoughtful sincerity the author and admire 
shrewd analyses mental attitudes his charac- 
but neither feature makes the pilgrimage realistic 


Stevens 


the considerable display specious think- 
objection might made score passages that 


ing, 
Even 


gross language lewd quality. hen 
dreams the relations man and wife some 
cannot casually justified. Immorality de- 
rather than rewarded, but the other features noted 
make this novel that best restricted such adults 
have professional concern with social work and 
degree training philosophy. 

George Grauel, 

John Carroll University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Jean-Paul. The Reprieve. 
1947. 445p. $3.00. 


This bookis four hundred and forty-five pages non- 
the second novel Sartre’s trilogy which 
first volume has been translated into English previ- 
and which the third yet unpublished. Loosely 
around the figure Mathieu, the professor from 
first volume, the story the present book not 
but simply the description situations which the 
characters are trapped; every situation, every individual, 
xing unique, has previous pattern universal prin- 
which model his unique, individual life. 
unmatchable act, lightning-flash would light 
bridge and the Seine.” (p. 364) The historical setting 
sthe world the Sudeten crisis 1938, and the reprieve 
the Munich conference. 


Knopf. Nov. 


ance 


existentialist, living his utter isolation, life 
superfluity that has reason brought forth 
situations are absolutely exclusive, man con- 
lonely and frustrated, belonging the 
and alone. nobody from nowhere 


(p. 444) 


Except for its frequent felicity phrase—Sartre has un- 
xtremely boring even the most tolerant readers. 
The transitions from one situation another, from group 
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group and place place, are abrupt and dissatisfying. 
The resulting “novel” lacks that sweep unity purpose 
which carries along the reader’s interest and integrates, 
rather than atomizes, his own outlook. This may 
crazy world present, but appears even crazier crazy 
people. 

Vincent Edward Smith, 

Catholic University America 


Butterfield, Roger. The American Past: History 
the United States from Concord Hiroshima, 
1775-1945. Simon and Schuster. Oct. 24, 1947. 
476p. $10.00. 


This book demands dual sense reading appreciation. 
From one viewpoint, the so-called “popular” one, this 
volume can honestly characterized magnificent; 
from more critical vantage point the description runs 
through litany dreary adjectives beginning with 
“superficial” and ending with “misleading.” Concen- 
trating first the cheerier aspects find this book 
delightfully appealing because its handsome binding 
and printing, its jaunty prose style and its extraordinarily 
fine collection cartoons and pictures. evident 
from the very first page this volume that Roger Butter- 
field has not lost that sense for the colorfully dramatic 
which exhibited frequently National Affairs 
Editor Life magazine. Almost thousand pictures 
have been assembled and arranged with 
balance that the reader gets the sort visual treat Holly- 
wood would call spectacular. And lest distorted impli- 
cation even faintly suggested let the reviewer hasten 
add that adjective would have been well chosen. 
Chapter seven, entitled “Portfolio Cartoons Color,” 
just such spectacular collection and alone well worth 
the rather high cost the volume; such celebrities 
Nast, Keppler (the man who fastened chin whiskers 
Uncle Sam), Gillam, Luks—to mention few—parade 
some their wittiest and most colorful handiworks 
before the eye and justify the author’s estimate the 
years 1870 1900 “the golden age political car- 
tooning the United States.” (p. 291) 

Unfortunately pictorials offer very limited medium for 
portraying the history people and although the 
author quick note such intrinsic deficiency his 
125,000 words text fail compensate for this lack. 
history read for fun only then Mr. Butterfield’s opus 
would stay high the literary constellation; the read- 
ing history should yield sympathetic yet critical under- 
standing people and their land this work rests nearer 
the nadir the trajectory. Its avowed purpose 
serve “history American politics” which taken 
mean “everything that importantly influences the fate 
mood the nation any particular time” (p. 
Mr. Butterfield fails achieve his purpose. His selection 
1775 the initial time terminus for projecting the 
story the nation itself unfortunate. With sem- 
blance proper briefing the importance the English 
tradition common law and self-government the 
American past the yearling nation veritably thrust 
the unsuspecting reader who gets, the process, 
inaccurate Topsy version country that “just growed.” 
The Puritan impact American thought 
cannot understood when such large segment the 
American past ignored. Knowledge the Declara- 
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tion Independence restricted photostatic copies 
the document and three-sentence commentary 
that both incomplete and misleading. incomplete 
that omits the tremendously 
and philosophical sources which served the well-springs 
for that declaration political credo; misleading 
because suggests that Jefferson’s theory revolution 
rested the doctrine that whenever government 
fails secure our basic rights the people are completely 
justified rebelling. Such free and easy doctrine 
would lead anarchy, not liberty, and Jefferson was 
much too circumspect think along the lines Mr. Bur- 
lingame indicates. One suspects strongly that the reader 
would get much the true meaning our fight for 
freedom from casual promenade through the Freedom 
Train would get from careful reading these 
portions the book. The nature the historic pro- 
cesses during this and other critical periods the Ameri- 
can nation are just too complex permit proper 
delineation pictures sparkling yet sparse narrative, 
however well conceived and executed. 


Those who have once sensed the drama our consti- 
tutional convention 1787 will find this volume hor- 
ribly disappointing. Only one the 
mentioned and then very briefly; the role James Wilson 
faintly suggested but the reasons for his importance 
are never touched; our unique contribution political 
practice, namely, checks and balances, not even noted. 
The Bill Rights mentioned but that the extent 
the treatment; surely now, America’s past, these 
important statements ought receive careful and con- 
scientious treatment. During the Federalist regime the 
fight between Hamilton and Jefferson over the Bank 
the United States neatly told but the vital doctrine 
“implied powers” (which grew out it) never treated. 
certain other sections the author displays certainty 
opinion that usually wanting the professional 
historian; thus, roundly castigates John Jay for his 
treaty with England without noting any contrary senti- 
ment item that has long been perdurable bone 
contention among American historians. persons 
conversant with the actualities the time Henry Clay 
more than “strutting, crowing cock Kentucky” 
(p. 52) and the subsequent treatment the Kentuckian 
does nothing modify this harsh estimate. (p. 68). 


Readers will look vain for any adequate treatment 
dentally, the cartoon depicting Pope Leo XIII wily 
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fox seeking control the public school system 
lished without commentary any sort. time whe 
charges aré being hurled recklessly because much 
same issue the writer might have made definite 
tribution our American present 
the evolution this problem his American 
Literature and philosophy are generally ignored; 
macy treated but not way that would give 
cerning reader any appreciation the historic forces 
work American foreign affairs. Westward 
comes for some generous discussion but 
tier theory might well have been evaluated and 
The bibliography offers valuable clues why much 
deposits Americanism were not discovered. 


Some the weaknesses noted above may suggest thy 
this work was read captious spirit but must 
remembered that the author responsible for his 
extensive definition politics, and has notably failed 
present the picture the American past terms 
himself set. Despite shortcomings the book 
much the verve and excitement our 
and will get wide reading. High school and even 
lege students will find enjoy able and profitable. 
ever serves historically orexigenic purposes not 
dismissed. 

Department History, 

Clarence Walton, Ph.D, 

University Scranton 
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